Poole Parent/Carers SEN Forum Tuesday 2nd March  2010
10.15 a.m -12.30p.m

Present-
Jean Miles - (Chair)



Marilyn Hoskins- (PoPPs)



David Gillespie- (Strategy Manager for Children with Complex Needs)


Phillippa Young - (Victoria)



Debbie Assad- (out of borough placed children)



Laura Dagnall- (Langside)



Helen Head- (Mainstream Secondary)


Becky Stacey-BS (Longspee)  



Corinne Wareham- (Poole Parents Voice)



Elaine Cleall- (Winchelsea)


Emma Hall- (Early Years)


Elaine Bridges-(Montacute)

Apologies- 
Stephen Patterson
Not present-Annie Morton


Sandra Watt



Julie Caines



Debbie Whitehead
Minutes of the Last Meeting-  Agreed and signed.
Matters Arising-

Transport Issues- The Forum haven’t had any contact with Beryl Stokes to confirm if any of the issues raised at the last meeting have been addressed.  Copies of the recent feedback sent to parents in response to the transport survey carried out by the borough last summer were handed out to members.
ACTION-Jean to contact Beryl to find out (or Julie Gale- as Beryl is due to retire very shortly).
Care Passport/ SEN Register- Item on today’s agenda.

Update on Care passport and SEN Register (David Gillespie)- 
As there were a couple of new members in the group today, David gave a brief history of these two issues. Progress is slower than anticipated due to Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole being involved as a joint project. It was hoped that the new SEN register would be up and running by May 2010 but this is now looking unlikely, the delay being that all three authorities need to agree on a format for the website. David said that he hopes to start some sort of paper version soon after May but that the website set up won’t be working until many months later. There were many questions around how the care passport will help families access disabled provisions/ blue badges/ reduced fee transport etc and it became clear that further work needs to happen around how the care passport will actually help families with children who have additional needs, and how valid the information is, given that it will be the parents’ views on the passport application form. Issues could arise around not all children with additional needs are registered disabled. The new care passport will not be proof that a child has a disability but it will put you on a mailing list to access information regarding short breaks.  David said that he has taken on board all the comments and will continue to move towards a solution.
Update on Parent Participation (PP) Strategy (Marilyn Hoskins)-
Marilyn explained to the group that Jean and herself had a meeting with Jane Osburn (Strategy, Quality and Improvement-SQI) regarding the Borough’s need for a of PP Strategy and the importance of having a designated person whose job it would be to co-ordinate and deliver such a strategy. It was discussed at that meeting that Deborah Newman’s (Parenting Support Development Manager) job description outlined that some of her hours would be dedicated to the general role of PP within the borough. Marilyn and Jean both expressed concern that a few hours would be inadequate and that really PP co-ordination should be a role in itself. Funding seems to be an issue against creating such a role. 
Marilyn has a meeting next week with Deborah to discuss the way forward as there has been a change in funding/responsibility. Unclear at the present time what this actually will mean but Marilyn will report back to the group in May to update us. 
It was felt that it would be good to write to the Director of Children’s Services (Anne Newton) to express our concern that PP doesn’t seem to be given the priority it should given that the Local Authority has a legal obligation to involve parents in the development of all children’s services. One group member expressed concern regarding this potential PP role as being yet another waste of money where more committees would meet, using up funds that could be used to help improve provision for our children.  Marilyn explained that she had been proposing a strategy whereby a part time coordinator (new post) would be employed to put service providers in touch with existing groups of parents and help them to consult, making use of what is already available, rather than creating new layers. This idea was well received by the group in principle.
ACTION- Marilyn to help compose a letter that we can send to the Director of Children’s Services (Anne Newton) expressing our concern about the apparent lack of priority being given to PP within the borough and asking what procedures there are in place to ensure parents are being consulted in all areas of the Children’s Trust. Also, asking what has happened since the shadow board closed down. Jean to distribute draft and gain agreement from Forum members and then to send.
Local Government Ombudsman

Marilyn also told the group about recent correspondence from the DCSF re:Local Government Ombudsman. Formerly, they were only concerned with hearing from parents if they had a complaint about how Local Authorities had operated their processes and procedures. The Ombudsman will continue this work, but will now also consider parents’ complaints where they do not consider that the provision (in part 3) of their child’s statement of SEN is actually being provided. Schools have to put this provision in place, but Local Authorities are responsible for ensuring that it happens.
ACTION- Marilyn to forward to Jean the letter regarding this for Jean to forward to all Forum members.

Update on ASD unit and Longspee post 14 Provision

Jean gave out a handout (see attached) from Mary Chamberlain explaining the current situation. Some concern was expressed by group members about how the statement about the ASD unit could have been written 4 years ago and that it was very disappointing to feel that the issue hasn’t moved forward.

Marilyn also showed members a copy of the leaflet that she had produced, working with the Local Authority, for parents of secondary aged children at Longspee school. This leaflet explains how the school will work with parents and the Local Authority to plan for year ten and beyond (as Longspee stops at year 9). The Longspee representative on the Forum was given a copy for information.

Short Breaks

At this point in the meeting some members expressed various concerns regarding the Short Breaks play opportunites. There are particular groups of children with additional needs who the short breaks are unsuitable for. It was felt that it would be good to invite Josie Pyke to the next meeting to discuss some of those issues. It was pointed out that Phillippa sits on the short breaks steering group, so if members had any burning issues, they could contact Phillippa and she would pass them on at the next short breaks meeting.
ACTION- Jean to invite Josie to the next meeting. All group members to email Jean with questions for her to ask Josie at the next meeting.  All members to contact Phillippa if they so wished.
Together for Disabled Children- Phase 3 Grant

Jean explained to the group that we have another opportunity to apply for another £10,000 to help us develop the Forum group. We had a discussion around how we should spend the money. Ideas included:



-Consultation days (transitions Etc)



-Information days (general and behaviour management)



-Development of the website



-Marketing and publicity

-Business cards for reps to put their details on and have website details included

-Admin

-incentive scheme for group members

-Pens and stickers with Forum details on to use at launch and other occasions

ACTION- Jean to complete the application for the phase 3 grant and apply.

Update on Website

The website is coming along nicely. Jean and Marilyn have a meeting with the web designers tomorrow to help finalise a few issues. There will be a launch event for the website. We have booked a space in the Dolphin shopping centre from Monday 7th – Friday 11th June 2010. Jean asked the group if they would be willing to help man the stand, just giving a couple of hours each. We plan to have the stand every day that week, 9.30am-3pm.  
ACTION- Please could all group members let Jean know if and when they could help man the stand? Jean to notify the group when the site goes live.

Training Day  Information
Jean handed out maps and agendas for the training day on Weds 31st march 2010 at Merley House, Wimborne. 

ACTION- All group members to notify Jean if they are not coming as she is having to pay for individual places. Thank you!!

Disabled Changing Facilities in the Borough of Poole Leisure Centres (Laura Dagnall)

Laura expressed concern and dismay at the poor state/quality of changing facilities in the borough’s leisure centres. She has written to the leisure services department and has not had a very positive response. Littledown leisure centre has excellent, private disabled changing facilities and Laura wants to know why the Borough of Poole can’t provide something similar. David suggested raising it at the complex needs planning group.
ACTION- Group members to email Jean and Laura regarding any comments they have about the Borough of Poole’s disabled changing facilities. Laura to attend the next Complex Needs Strategic Planning meeting (April 26th 2010) with Jean to discuss the issue. David to invite someone from Leisure Services to that meeting to respond.
Any Other Business

Forum Involvement Flow Chart- Jean and Marilyn have produced a flow chart to show how enquiries through the forum will be handled. This was distributed to the group. The group were asked to take it away and digest it, sending any comments back to Jean.

Special Friends Online.Com- Jean and Phillippa had both passed a stand in the Dolphin Centre today advertising this organization. They provide sponsorship for children with disabilities so they can access leisure, arts and sports activities. Applications are not mean tested.  They also have parent’s web forums and a kind of facebook site especially designed for children with additional needs and lots more! See their website for more details.  www.specialfriendsonline.com
Expenses- Jean reminded the group again that expenses can be claimed for travel, car park and childcare. Please forward a completed claims form with any receipts to Jean before the end of March for any claims in this financial year.

Other Issues regarding Short Breaks- Phillippa had raised other concerns regarding short breaks via an email prior to the meeting. It was suggested that she should raise them at the next meeting when Josie will be attending or take them to the next short breaks steering group.

Marilyn- Recent Parent Partnership Regional Meeting- Marilyn explained that a recent meeting of her regional colleagues had identified areas that parents continually have problems with throughout the South West. Marilyn agrees that these are issues for Poole parents too, especially those with children in mainstream schools. The issues are individual education plans (IEPs) and accurately being able to measure childrens’ progress.
ACTION- Discuss at next Forum meeting and consider also adding to the 2010/11 funding bid to carry out a consultation with parents on these issues.
Cinema Discount Cards- Corinne notified the group about cards that enabled your child to go to the cinema and where the carer can go in for free. For more information contact www.ceacard.co.uk 

Epilepsy Action Group- Jean told the group about an email she had received about this new group. Details as follows:

Epilepsy Action Group Poole/Bournemouth Branch meet monthly to provide support and information for people affected by epilepsy. The first meeting will take place on Tues 2nd March 2010 from 7-9pm at The URC Church, Longfleet Road, Poole.
For further information contact Sheila on 01202 604564

Dates-

Next Forum Meeting- Weds 12th May 2010  
Future Meeting Dates-




Weds 7th July 2010

Weds 15th September 2010





Mon 15th November 2010





Weds 19th January 2011





Weds 16th March 2011





Weds 18th May 2011





Weds 13th July 2011

 
