Poole Parent/Carers SEN Forum Wednesday 12th May  2010
10.45am-1.15pm
Present-
Jean Miles (Chair)


Marilyn Hoskins (PoPPs)



Phillippa Young (Victoria)



Stephen Patterson (Primary Mainstream)



Debbie Assad (Out of Borough placed children)



Emma Hall (Preschool)



Becky Stacey (Longspee)



Corinne Wareham (Poole Parent Voice/Coping With CHAOS)



Laura Dagnall (Langside)



Mary Chamberlain (Strategy Manager SEN)



Josie Pyke (Short Breaks Manager)

Apologies- 
Debbie Whitehead (Mainstream Middle)


Elaine Bridges (Montacute)


David Gillespie (Strategy Manager-Complex Needs)

Not present-Sandra Watt (Foster Carers)
Minutes of the Last Meeting-  Agreed 
Matters Arising-

Transport Issues- Jean has yet to contact Julie Gale (Beryl Stokes Replacement) regarding issues raised in January’s meeting.
ACTION-Jean to contact Julie Gale.

Training Day- It was noted that the training day was a great success and 2 further days will be organised for the coming year to look for at aspects of representing others.

Disabled Changing Facilities- Laura and Jean attended the Complex Needs Planning Group and met with Jan Hill from Leisure services. She was very sympathetic to the issues raised regarding the lack of suitable changing facilities for disabled children and adults in the Borough. Redevelopments are currently being planned for the Dolphin Pool. She asked that Jean and Laura write to leisure services regarding our concerns.

ACTION- Jean to email everyone again to gather comments regarding this and compose letter to leisure services.
New SEN Policy (Mary Chamberlain)-
Mary has recently been revising the Borough’s SEN Policy. She brought the draft document to the meeting and distributed copies to members. Basically, it’s a document outlining how the Borough fulfill it’s duties to children with SEN. It needs approval by elected members but before then, Mary is very interested in what our thoughts are about it. (See attached) 
ACTION- Jean to email document to everyone. Please forward comments to Jean by 26th May for her to pass on to Mary. 
ACTION- Jean to put draft SEN Policy on website.
Autism Base in Mainstream Secondary ( Mary Chamberlain)- 
Mary was pleased to be able to tell the group that the head teacher at Carter Community School in Hamworthy is very keen to work with the local Authority in developing an autism base within the school. Carter has significantly improved over the last few years with an improved Ofsted report and GCSE grades on a level with Poole High. It is a small school with only about 400 pupils and they have the space to accommodate such a unit. Mary and the Head have visited Budmouth school (Weymouth) to look at their set up as Carter would be based on something very similar. They are currently looking at business models/costs/staffing etc. Finance has not been assured yet but the Head and Governors are all keen. It is envisaged that it would cater for 12 pupils who are significantly affected by their autism but who academically, are best placed in a mainstream school. It is thought that they would have their base in the autism unit and access mainstream classes most of the time, with support and have extra help with social/study/independence skills in the base. It would be staffed to deal with incidents as they occur. It would provide a safe place for ASD pupils at times such as lunchtime and break time. Research has shown that this model has worked successfully elsewhere, so this is potentially a very exciting development.
Longspee (Mary Chamberlain)- 
Many may have seen in the press recently about how there was a possibility of Longspee having their primary children on the Hillbourne school site. This unfortunately has fallen through, which has caused political and parental unrest. Mary is in talks with Sean Pavitt (Longspee Head) to look at and explore other options. There is a possibility that Longspee and Bicknell School in Bournemouth could work together in some way, but these talks are in an early stage.
Children’s Services Overview and Scrutiny Group- 
Elected members will be looking at services for children with Autism/ASD. Mary and David will be composing a report outlining what currently is being done in the Borough. They will present this at the meeting on June 10th. Other people attending include Marilyn Hoskins (PoPPs), Jean Miles (Chair of Forum), Dr Sarah Morris (Child Development Centre), 2 SEN School Heads and 2 SENCOs (Primary and Secondary). 
The report will cover key headings which will include the following;

· What is autism?

· Incidence/range in Poole

· Trends over time

· Difficulties in producing accurate statistics

· Current Provision- from a multi agency point of view

· Therapies in schools

· Legal obligations 

A member of the group pointed out that this is a great opportunity to get autism high on the agenda for the elected members. Someone also suggested that we could suggest to the councillors that we would be willing to arrive half an hour early to discuss in more depth, the issues faced by families with a child with autism.It was also suggested that Mary and David’s report should contain a list of specific recommendations at the end. 

Several members of the group pointed out that it is not only the children in these families that needs support. Parents need the support too, especially around the time of diagnosis. Providing help with issues around parenting a child with ASD is also key in supporting parents. There need to be specific parenting classes for such parents as their needs differ so much to a ‘regular’ parent.

ACTION- All members of group to send Jean any specific issues relating to ASD provision in the Borough in time for June’s meeting.
ACTION- Marilyn to discuss with Family Outreach Workers about parenting classes specifically for those families whose children have autism.

ACTION- Jean to possibly add a consultation around these kinds of needs to info day planned in the coming year.

Mary also notified us that there is a new portfolio for Children’s Services in the council. Once we have established who they are,
ACTION- Jean will invite the new portfolio holder for Children’s Services to come and meet us at the Forum.

David was unable to make the meeting, so Josie came to feedback on the SEN Register and Care Passport.
Update on Care passport and SEN Register (Josie Pyke)- 
A paper copy of the SEN Register is being re-launched. Its purpose will be two fold. Firstly, it will create a pathway for children with SEN to access Short Breaks. Secondly, it will help the Local Authority know who’s out there and plan provision accordingly. Josie handed out a draft copy called ‘The X change’. Initially, it will be only a paper copy but it is hoped that it will be available to fill in online in the near future. Having only briefly looked at the draft in the meeting, it was highlighted that there are still a few areas that need tweaking. It was suggested that the group have a copy to go away and digest and return comments to Jean by the end of the month. 
ACTION- All members will be sent a copy. Please read and send comments back to Jean by 31st May 2010.
Update on Care Passport (Josie Pyke)-
The Care Passport is a more substantial form that will be optional for parents to fill in. It will be a fluid document, designed to be kept up to date by parents and carers. It will help when providing information for children with additional needs accessing short breaks and will hopefully reduce the need for replication when parents are trying to access new activities. Again, this will start initially as a paper document but will move over to an online version in the near future.

A few issues were raised by members around who will have copies of the passport? How will it work? How is the information to be used? Who will have access to the information? How will information be stored?Josie was unable to answer these questions as she was only standing in for David.

ACTION- Jean to raise these issues with David ASAP.

ACTION- Jean to send out copies to members. Please read and send back comments by 31st May 2010.

Josie also told us that there will soon be a new Family Outreach Worker who will be specifically in post to support all families within the Borough who have a child with special educational needs or a disability.

Short Breaks-SBs (Josie Pyke)-

Phillippa (as member of Short breaks steering Group) had asked Josie about a few issues raised by parents. Firstly, about the length of the activities. The Government had stipulated that SBs should be at least 3 hours long to be classed as a SB. Most of the activities provided on the SB flyers were for under 3 hours. Josie explained that in order to make the SBs 2 hours or more (for under 8 year olds), the Borough would have to be Ofsted registered and the Borough are unwilling at this time to do so. She explained that there are many other activities going on that have been financed by SB money that are 3 hours or longer, but they are based in schools or other Ofsted registered provisions.Eg- Youth club at Winchelsea and Play scheme at Montacute. She is currently looking into how SBs can be provided through other outlets such as children’s Cntres and whether they are Ofsted registered.Josie is also trying to gain funding to access the Victoria School play scheme and has been consulting with parents from Victoria and langside about this potential development. Josie is also looking into whther some of the DCATCH money could be used to fund the Project My Time/Feedback Fun at Smithers. 

Secondly, Phillippa raised safety concerns around the Easter break SB activities and that parents had been very dissatisfied with some of the arrangements. Knowledge of staff and safety being the key issues. Josie said that she was aware that there had been a few problems and that she was trying to address them. She said that the sessional workers are now being encouraged to meet the families/children prior to the activity and that the quality of sessional workers is improving. There is more money being used to train the sessional workers.
The issue of lack of SB provision for Longspee pupils was raised. Josie is aware that meeting the needs of this particular group is very difficult due to their specific needs/behaviour. She is currently in discussions with Jacky Westmaas (Extended Services Coordinator) and looking at the possibility of using some of the DCATCH money to start an after school provision at Longspee. Josie will meet again with the parent group at Longspee to discuss this further. It was also pointed out that some kind of visual support for Longspee children might be helpful.

As for the long term plan for Short Breaks, it is unknown at this time what will happen to the funding beyond 01/04/11.

Update on Parent Participation (PP) Strategy (Marilyn Hoskins)-
Jean has sent the Forum letter to Anne Newton with our concerns about the lack of a Parent Participation Strategy in Poole. No reply has yet been received. Anne Newton is due to attend the Poole Parents Voice (PPV) meeting on 21st June 2010 as they invited her to come along and discuss the issue of the lack of a strategy in Poole. Corinne will be chairing this meeting of PPV and Marilyn will be attending as usual. It is yet to be decided whether Jean should attend as Corinne is already there to represent the Forum. 

ACTION- Jean to contact Anne Newton if no reply soon. Marilyn to let Jean know whether to attend the PPV meeting.
Together for Disabled Children- Phase 3 Grant

Jean has completed and sent off the application for the Phase 3 grant. Details as follows: 

	Item
	Cost 

	Parent event
	£3400

	Further website development and IT equipment/related costs
	£1600

	Two days of parent participation training
	£2100

	Administration costs (for delivery of said budget)
	£500

	Publicity, marketing and sundry costs
	£1800

	Team Building lunch for forum members
	£400

	stationery
	£200

	TOTAL
	£10,000


We should know soon whether we have been successful of not.
Update on Website

A couple of members had experienced slight problems with the website. The website has gone live but still needs a little adjustment so Jean would appreciate it if members didn’t advertise the website just yet. The launch week will be June 7th -11th in the Dolphin Shopping Centre. Cool2care (an agency who provide carers for those receiving Direct Payments) have asked if they can have a presence on our stand in the Dolphin Centre. This was agreed, provided they did not display banners distracting from the main point of the stall (The Forum’s work). 
Jean plans on asking all Poole schools to send home a website link to all parents via parentmail or school newsletter.
ACTION- Jean will address the problems with the website, notify group when changes have been completed and then they can advertise it to everyone.

ACTION- When amendments have been done, could all members have a look at the website and report back their views at July’s meeting?

ACTION- Would all reps sign up to be involved on the website(test) and also to submit a view via the ‘What’s your view’ page (test).

ACTION- Jean to send out timetable for manning the stall. Members to contact Jean about their involvement.

Training Days-

Two more training days are scheduled in for the coming year (Dependent on Phase 3 Money being received). 

ACTION- Could all members have a think about what topics they would like to be covered on those days, ready for July’s meeting? Thank you

Any Other Business
Membership Gaps- Several members have recently moved on from the Forum. 
ACTION- Jean to email everyone where the gaps are and perhaps people could have a think about possible replacements.
Borough of Poole SEN Library card- Did you know that you can get a special needs library card that allows you free dvd rental (Terms and conditions apply). Ask at your local library.

Guidance for Being a rep- Marilyn handed out a sheet with information regarding good practice when being a Forum rep. This was well received and will be discussed further in July’s meeting. 
ACTION-Please read and feedback any comments to Marilyn 31st May 2010. 
DSCF-Launch of National Parent Forum Network-  Marilyn told the group that Ed Balls announced that he would be setting up a National Parent Forum Network. Due to the political changes happening at the moment, it’s future is uncertain.
Dates-

Next meeting of the Forum Representatives-
Weds 7th July  2010







  
10am-12.30pm
Future Meeting for Forum Representatives- (all at 10am-12.30pm)




Weds 15th September 2010





Mon 15th November 2010





Weds 19th January 2011





Weds 16th March 2011





Weds 18th May 2011





Weds 13th July 2011

 
