Poole Parent/Carers SEN Forum Wednesday 7th July  2010

Present-
Jean Miles (Chair)



Phillippa Young (Victoria)



Emma Hall (Preschool)



Corinne Wareham (Poole Parent Voice/Coping With CHAOS)



Laura Dagnall (Langside)



Julie Wright (Mainstream First)



Debbie Whitehead (Mainstream Middle)



Maureen Rolfe (Time for Me)

Apologies- 
Elaine Bridges (Montacute)



Becky Stacey (Longspee)



Debbie Assad (Out of Borough placed Children)



Helen Head (Face to Face)



Sarah Gardiner (Mainstream Secondary)

Not present-Sandra Watt (Foster Carers)

(This was an ‘in house’ meeting with no officers from the Local Authority in attendance)

Minutes of Last Meeting- Agreed

Matters Arising- 
Training Days- Scheduled for Weds 6th October 2010 and Weds 16th February 2011. Topics, yet to be decided.
SEN Register and Care Passport- Emma wanted to know how these forms will reach pre-schoolers. ACTION- Jean to ask Josie Pyke.

Letter to Anne Newton- A response has been received but the group were not totally satisfied as she only mentioned consulting with children and young people, and didn’t talk about consulting with parents. Anne was unable to confirm any developments due to the uncertain and changing political/economical climate. She has said that when things are clearer, she will contact us again.

Website- Now fully up and running. Jean expressed a concern that not many parents had signed up to be involved. It was felt that the front page, where it says “how to get involved” is a bit off putting as parents might feel that they are committing to something that they don’t have time for. 
ACTION- Jean to discuss with Strawberry Soup about possibly changing the wording to say “register here”.
Members felt that in general the website was good but that in order for it to remain an attractive place for parents to visit, it needs to be kept up to date and to hold interesting information about what’s going on in SEN issues (play opportunities, recent news, offers for SEN children etc). It was also suggested that it would be a good idea if visitors could forward a link to a friend. 

Another suggestion was that there should be links on the Poole.gov and Family Information websites.

ACTION- Jean to talk with Strawberry Soup re- forwarding link to friends and also to BoP and F.I.S about linking to their websites.

Reaching Parents In Borough of Poole- 
Jean expressed concern about whether the new leaflets that she has recently hand delivered to all the Poole schools, will actually reach the parents. We had a discussion about how we could possibly reach parents more effectively.  Various ideas were suggested such as: Writing to Head teachers and asking them to text our website home to all parents so that individual children are not being labeled. Asking that they put a small article about the Special Needs Forum and what we do, in their general school newsletter. Requesting that schools put a link to us on their websites. 
ACTION- Jean to write to all Heads and ask them to help us reach parents in the above mentioned methods.
New Government and  Academies etc-  
The Governments new Plans show a move towards schools becoming academies. The main concerns expressed about this were
· Government funding will go directly to academies and not to the LA (Local Authority). If a number of schools become academies in Poole, the LA will have less funding to pay for central services such as educational psychologists, specialist SEN training for teachers and TAs, governor support and training. It may even mean that funding for services such as PoPPs and our Forum will disappear. Such services could become so small that they cease to be viable. This is a particular problem for such a small unitary authority like Poole and it comes at a time when LAs are already having to make big cuts.
· If schools become academies, how are the SEN children going to be funded and will the funds actually be spent on that SEN child? Who will monitor this?

· Currently, the LA has some say over where a SEN child is placed and the LA supports parents in getting the needs of their child met through statements and monitoring/support. If academies become independent of the LA, who will monitor how SEN funding is spent and whether the child is receiving what he/she needs? 
· What is to stop academies from saying they don’t won’t to take a child with SEN, using the excuse that they haven’t the expertise to educate that child? How welcoming will academies be for SEN children?
· If parents are unhappy about anything in a school relating to their SEN child, currently they can go to the LA for advice, support and intervention. Where would these parents seek help from when schools become independent academies? The LA would no longer be able to intervene. 

The plan also says that they aim to remove the bias towards inclusion.

· What does ‘removing the bias towards inclusion’ mean? It is clear that what parents want is choice, not a bias towards either a specialist provision or a mainstream school.
All of these concerns are very significant issues and it was felt by the group that we should write to Annette Brookes MP and to the Department of Education.

ACTION- Jean to compose letters to Annette and DfE ASAP outlining our concerns about academies and removing the bias towards inclusion.
How to be a Better Representative Guidelines- 
Marilyn had asked us to look over this document again to double check we were all happy with it’s contents. The only comment made was that section 3 was a little “wordy”. Otherwise the group felt it was a useful and informative document.

ACTION- Jean to feedback to Marilyn.

Children’s Trust Partnership Survey- 
Rachel Folley from the Children’s Trust Team in the Borough of Poole is leading the development of the next Children and Young People’s Plan 2011-14. The new plan will take account of stakeholder views from a wide range of people, groups and agencies. To keep to the schedule introduced by new regulations, the Children’s Trust Governance Board would like to have information on priorities in Poole, in early July2010. Rachel has asked for the groups views to help inform the priorities and the development of the plan. The group spent 10 minutes discussing and answering the two questions on the survey.
 What is not available now for you and your family that you would like to see developed? 
And Assuming that there will be less money available for services in the future, what is so important that it should be the last service to be cut?
One member of the group expressed a view that a good question that should’ve been asked was “What services do you feel are a waste of money and should be cut?”
 It was also expressed that it is a shame that there is so much negativity from Local Authority staff around government changes etc. It was felt that a bit more positivity from LA staff would be appreciated in stead of a climate of misery.
ACTION- Jean to send off replies to Rachel Folley.

General discussion about how the Forum is going- 
Jean gave an opportunity for the group to say how they feel the Forum is going at the moment and whether they would like to see any changes in dates/times of meetings or they way they are run. One member said that it was the only group she had been a member of where she actually felt listened to and where she didn’t feel rushed in expressing her views. Everyone said they were happy with how the Forum was being facilitated and with the times/ frequency of meetings etc.

We also picked up again on the subject of reaching parents. These are the suggestions put forward
· Posters in Drs surgeries

· Posters in libraries

· Look into getting some PR advice (either from the Borough or an independent company)

· Ask Anna Walker to include something about reaching parents in one of the planned training days

ACTION- Jean to make sure posters are distributed. Laura to enquire about private PR advice.

Discussions then went back to the website and how we can utilize that more in reaching parents with information. Members felt that the Children’s Trust Partnership Survey should be put on the current consultations page on the website with a link email for people to send their responses to Jean.
ACTION- Jean to put on website and return responses to Rachel Folley as they are received.

Any Other Business-
Building Schools for the Future- 
Phillippa asked if there was anything that we as a group could do to change the government’s decision about BSF. After some discussion we felt that there’s probably not a lot that can be done as they have made their decision. Jean suggested asking Andrew Mears (Head at Montacute) if there is anything that we could do.

ACTION-Jean to contact Andrew regarding this.

Laura’s Information Sheet- Laura is compiling a list of useful information about raising a child with special needs. She asked the group if they could send her any information that we feel would be helpful for parents/carers to know when raising a child with SEN or a disability.

ACTION- Laura to send email to group asking for information.

Free Transport Pass for Disabled Children- 
A member notified the group that there are free transport passes available if you have a child with SEN or disability but that they are only available from the Borough’s transport offices. The transport department require that in order to get a pass for your disabled child, you need to physically take your child to their offices to be issued with them. This is not always convenient especially as you must take them in their office opening hours (9-4.30). As many of our children find it hard going to unfamiliar places and some don’t even get home from school within office hours, requiring that you actually take your child with you to apply for the pass seems unreasonable and in fact makes life harder for parents. It was suggested that we write to the transport department asking that they change the rules over this as it is not very disabled friendly.
ACTION- Jean to write to transport regarding this.

Review of Statements- 
A member expressed concern about how often Statements and IEPs are reviewed, highlighting that annually is not adequate if schools are not carrying out all the requirements of the statements during the previous 12 months. She feels that it is important that statements are reviewed every term to make sure that the schools are putting in place all that they should be for children with Statements.
ACTION- Jean to pass on comments to Mary Chamberlain and for Mary to respond at the next meeting. 
Membership-
New Members- 
Sarah Gardiner (Mainstream Secondary)




Maureen Rolfe (Time For Me)




Julie Wright (Mainstream Primary)

Changes to Represented groups-




Helen Head (returning as Face to Face rep)

Corinne Wareham (Now representing Coping With CHAOS)

Poole Parents Voice- As Corinne stands down at the end of July as chair of PPV, Julie has expressed a wish to become the new PPV rep for the group.
ACTION- Corinne and Julie to look into Julie becoming rep for PPV and liaise with Turlin Moor School over this.

Dates-

Next meeting  Wednesday 15th September 2010




Training dates Wednesday 6th October 2010 and






Wednesday 16th February 2011

