Poole Parent/Carers SEN Forum 
Wednesday 15th September 2010

Present-
Jean Miles (Chair)



Marilyn Hoskins (PoPPs)



Mary Chamberlain (Strategy Manager SEN)



David Gillespie (Strategy Manager Complex Needs)



Phillippa Young (Victoria)



Emma Hall (Preschool)



Corinne Wareham (Poole Parent Voice/Coping With CHAOS)



Laura Dagnall (Langside)



Julie Wright (Mainstream First)



Maureen Rolfe (Time for Me)



Sally Vaughan (Mainstream First)



Jude Lovell (Longspee)



Sarah Gardiner (Mainstream Secondary)

Apologies- 
Elaine Bridges (Montacute)



Becky Stacey (Longspee)



Debbie Assad (Out of Borough placed Children)



Helen Head (Face to Face)



Debbie Whitehead (Mainstream Middle)


Stephen Patterson (Mainstream First)



Angie Shuttle (Montacute)

Minutes of Last Meeting- Agreed

Matters Arising- 
SEN Register and Care Passport- see DG report
Letter to Anne Newton- Still no further correspondence from Anne Newton. 
ACTION- Jean to contact Anne to see if any news
Website-
 A couple of members said that they weren’t overly keen on the name of the new website but as Jean explained, no one proposed anything different when the site was being set up. Laura is still in the process of putting together her information sheet for parents. Once done, this will be on the website. Please note- the website is primarily for parents to leave their views, not a source of information. Poole/ Bournemouth and Dorset are in the process of developing a website where information can be sourced. It was suggested that our website could be used as a more open forum for parents to leave their views and discussions could take place. Jean explained the complexities of running such a site (not enough manpower). Laura said that it should be possible.
ACTION- Laura to finish Information sheet and to look into how other Forums run similar sites.
Jean advised that she had asked Strawberry Soup to change the wording to “Register Here” on home page of website and that they have now also put in a “send this page to a friend” link. Our website is also now linked into PoPPs and the Borough of Poole’s website.
Reaching Parents In Borough of Poole- 
In July, Jean expressed concern about whether the new leaflets that she has recently hand delivered to all the Poole schools, will actually reach the parents. We had a discussion about how we could possibly reach parents more effectively.  Various ideas were suggested such as: Writing to Head teachers and asking them to text our website home to all parents so that individual children are not being labeled. Asking that they put a small article about the Special Needs Forum and what we do, in their general school newsletter. Requesting that schools put a link to us on their websites. 
ACTION- Jean will be writing to all Heads at the end of September. It was felt that leaving it until the end of September would give Heads a chance to settle back into school and would make it more likely that they would read the letter.
New Government and  Academies etc-  
Jean has sent letters to both Annette Brook and Sarah Teather outlining our concerns around academies and the discontinuation of BSF and is awaiting replies.
Children’s Trust Partnership Survey- 
After the last meeting. Jean put the survey on the website for all parents to respond to Rachel Folleys questions. Unfortunately, there were no replies for Jean to forward to Rachel.
Marilyns ‘Being a Rep’ Sheet-

This will be discussed later in the meeting
Free Transport Pass-

Jean has spoken to the transport department and anyone wishing to apply for the pass but who has a problem with getting their child down to their office, can call them and they will make arrangements for you to go down without your child.
Report from Mary Chamberlain-
Poole SEN Policy- 
The policy has now been published and is available on the Borough’s website. Mary thanked the group for their input in its development.

Data Protection-

Mary explained that corporate IT had advised the Borough not to send any attachments via email that name specific children. As the documents were not encrypted, they would be vulnerable. Mary wanted to explain that if anyone at the Borough refused to send documents via email, they were not being difficult, but having to follow policy until the IT department have sorted the issue.

The Government-

Mary highlighted some of the problems that are potential issues in the changes that are occurring at government at the moment. She still has concerns about the consequences of schools becoming academies and what would happen to our Special Schools. She was pleased to report that policies are being developed to ensure that schools can be named on children’s statements, therefore stopping schools from refusing children based on their SEN issues.

This weeks OFSTED Report-

Ofsted’s SEN and disability Review has coincided with the Government’s Green Paper:Children and Young People With Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.Mary handed out a report summary .
It’s recommendations are as follows:

· Improving the quality of assessment

· Ensuring that where additional support is needed, it is effective

· Improving teaching and pastoral support early on so that additional provision is not needed later

· Developing specialist provision and services strategically so that they are available to maintained and independent schools, academies and colleges

· Simplifying legislation so that the system is clearer for parents, schools and other education and training providers

· Ensuring that schools do not identify pupils as having special educational needs when they simply need better teaching

· Ensuring that accountability for those providing services focuses on the outcomes for the children and young people concerned

How these recommendations are met will be outcomes of the Green Paper. There are still concerns around how academies could say that the pupils are reaching their targets and who would monitor this and how it would be done.
Green Paper-

Mary encouraged the group to take this opportunity to tell central Government what we think about services for our children with SEN and Disabilities. Details of the consultation can be found at 

www.education.gov.uk/news/news/sen-greenpaper
All replies must be submitted by 15th October 2010.

Review of Statements-

At last months meeting, questions were asked about whether statements be reviewed more than annually and how can parents ensure that things are in place. Mary stated that annual reviews are just that, annual but that there is nothing to stop parents from calling the school and requesting a termly meeting (minuted) to ensure that provision is in place. She suggested that the group might like to produce a ‘Good Practice for SENCOs’ sheet that Mary could use to train new SENCOs. 

ACTION- All reps in the group who have SEN children mainstream, please send your ideas for this to Jean.

If people are unhappy about content of statements or delivery of
provision they can contact their Monitoring & review officer, but if
it's about their child's learning or behaviour they can contact the Educational Psychologist.

Of course it is hoped that parents will feel able to approach school in the first
instance to sort out any concerns.
Report from David Gillespie-

Aiming High-
David reported that they are awaiting the Governments spending review on 20th October 2010, so the future of Short Breaks/ Aiming High is unsure. He said that not all the objectives had been met by the Aiming High money but that he had been pleased with the progress made around Short Breaks and Transitions into adulthood. 

Short Breaks-
Unfortunately, Josie Pyke left the Short Breaks Manager post at the end of August. There has been the usual delay in getting permission to replace her but it has been sorted quickly and they are now in the process of advertising her post (internally first). There will still be Short Breaks running in the October half term and at Christmas.

Review of SEN Support in Early Years Setting-

A review is being carried out at present. The current system has been causing some frustration with EY settings and with some parents/carers. The system is being reviewed to see what improvements might be made.  Questionnaires have gone out to both parents and settings. David is liaising with Hampshire at the moment and they seem to have an effective model for early years. Poole are not too bad compared with other LAs but could do better. There are questions over whether to go ahead and make changes now or wait until the Government announces it’s plans in October. Changes being looked at include trying to find money to fund an Earlybird Project (early help for parents with children who are on the autistic spectrum), looking at the distribution of funds and changes to provide parents with more training.

Transitions to Adulthood Protocol-

David said that the launch planned for October 8th has been put on hold until the Government announces the way forward. The current protocol involves section 139A and Connexions, both of which could no longer be relevant after the Government’s announcements in October. It may have to be rewritten.

David is now working more closely with Suzanne Howard (Transitions Lead for Adult Services) which he hopes will result in an improved and smoother transition process. 

National Indicator 54-

This parental survey re:disabled children has been scrapped by the Government. This could affect the Borough of Poole’s future priorities.

Aiming High for Disabled Children/Green Paper-
David encouraged the group to say what we felt about Short Breaks when we fill in our contributions for the Green Paper.

Care Passport and SEN Register-

Both of these documents have been stalled, mainly by another LA involved in the process. David hopes that it will not be too long now until the website version is up and running. There is a meeting of all the leads very soon. There are paper copies of the passport available now but it was generally felt that parents would rather wait for the web based version.

Part Time OT-

David will be interviewing for this post soon and requested 2 parents to sit on the panel. Both Laura and Emma agreed to this. 

ACTION- David to liaise with them about this.

Other Staff Changes-

Mary notified the group that Stephen Potter (Monitoring and review Officer) will be leaving at the end of September. Also, one of the Educational Psychologists will be leaving at October half term and they are recruiting for both posts at the present time.

Emma Hall –Speech and Language Therapy-

Emma expressed concerns over the lack of SALT for preschoolers.  

ACTIONS- Jean to try and get a PCT manager to come to the next meeting regarding this. Everyone to write in their Green Paper consultation their concerns regarding SALT.

Training Day 6th October 2010-

Main topic- How to represent your groups.

9.30am-3pm at The Orangery, Merley Lane, Wimborne, BH21 3AA

tel- 881368

Maps were handed out.. 

ACTION- Please tell Jean ASAP if you are unable to attend on Weds 6th October

Jean to invite DG and MC for lunch

Team Building Lunch-
ACTION- Jean to organize for either November or January
Information Day-

TDC funding- Some is to be spent on an information day for parents and carers. A member of the group said that Mark Powell for Diverse Abilities Plus is wanting to organize a similar day.
ACTION- Jean to enquire with Mark what his plans are and the possibility of joining forces.

Jean and Marilyn to discuss the way forward.

Any Other Business-

CAMHS Parent/Carer Group- Jean and Marilyn will be going along to their group on 26th October. This will be a good opportunity for our group to link in with PCT parent/Carers.

Autism Focus Group- Following the Overview and Scrutiny meeting in June, there were discussions about setting up an autism focus group (made up of parents and carers). Jean has not heard any more on this.

ACTION- Jean to contact Pauline Gill and find out what is happening regarding this.

Being a representative sheet- Now will have to be discussed at the next meeting due to time.

ACTION- Jean to send new members the sheet and any other information that would be useful. Also to send to Anna Walker.

NAS Training for Parents and Carers- 

Jean handed out flyers for two events being laid on by the National Autistic Society. 

The first is on ‘Managing Anger in Young People with Aspergers Syndrome’, aimed at those who have 8-16 year olds who attend mainstream. It’s in Bournemouth on thurs 30th September 2010 10.15am-2.15pm.

The second is on ‘Meeting your Child’s Sensory Needs’. Aimed at those with 3-18 year olds with ASD, autism or aspergers. Again in Bournemouth on Friday 1st October 10.15am-2.15pm.

For both seminars please contact Lisa Smith on 01179 748403 for more details and to book.

MH Reported-
· PoPPs and SN Forum are now linked to www.wheresyourheadat.co.uk
· PoPPs and BoP websites now linked to our Forum website
· PoPPs staff are handing out our leaflets when they meet families
Dates-

Next meeting  Monday 15th November 2010



Training dates Wednesday 6th October 2010 and






Wednesday 16th February 2011

