Poole Parent/Carers SEN Forum Monday 15th November  2010

Present-
Jean Miles (Chair)



Marilyn Hoskins (PoPPs)



Phillippa Young (Victoria)



Laura Dagnall (Langside)



Maureen Rolfe (Time for Me)



Debbie Assad (Out of Borough placed Children)


Sarah Gardiner (Mainstream Secondary)


Fiona Dawkins (Out of Borough/Sheilings)

Apologies- 
Helen Head (Face to Face)



Emma Hall (Preschool)


Corinne Wareham (Coping With CHAOS)


Steve Patterson (Mainstream Primary)



Jude Lovell (Longspee)

Not present-Sandra Watt (Foster Carers)



Julie Wright (Mainstream First)



Debbie Whitehead (Mainstream Middle)



Elaine Bridges (Montacute)



Becky Stacey (Longspee)



Angie Shuttle (Montacute)



Sally Vaughan (Mainstream Primary)

Minutes of Last Meeting- Agreed

Matters Arising- 
Training Day- It was felt that everyone enjoyed the training day and that it was very useful.
Letter to Anne Newton- Jean has sent another letter to chase up a reply from Anne. A reply was received, see further on in minutes.
Laura’s Information Sheet- Jean is in the process of collating all the information.

ACTION- Jean to upload onto website
Letters to Head Teachers- In July it was decided that Jean would wait until the end of September before writing to Heads. As Jean then handed in her notice, she decided to leave this job for Emma Hall (her successor) so that the letter can a, introduce the new forum leader and b, talk with heads about the forum.

ACTION- Jean to hand over to EH.

Review of Statements-

At July’s meeting, questions were asked about whether statements be reviewed more than annually and how can parents ensure that things are in place. In September, Mary stated that annual reviews are just that, annual, but that there is nothing to stop parents from calling the school and requesting a termly meeting (minuted) to ensure that provision is in place. She suggested that the group might like to produce a ‘Good Practice for SENCOs’ sheet that Mary could use to train new SENCOs. All members of the group who have mainstream children were asked to send there ideas to Jean to forward to Mary. No replies were received.
ACTION- Could all mainstream parents send replies to Jean ASAP.

Jean to copy PoPPs into those replies.

Speech and Language Therapy- Jean had arranged for SALT contact from PCT to come to today’s meeting but they cancelled this a.m.

ACTION-  Jean to chase and rearrange.

Information day-  ACTION- EH to arrange when in post.

CAMHS User/Carer Forum- MH and JM attended one of their evening meetings at the end of October. Only one family there but it was worth doing as a link has now been made with Health.

Autism Focus Group- There has been some confusion over the setting up of this group. It is now being dealt with by Mary Chamberlain.

ACTION- Jean to ask MC what is happening.

Being a Rep Sheet (MH)- A small discussion took place. It will be brought back to the next meeting for further discussion.

ACTION- EH to bring back on future agenda
Newsletter- It was felt that a newsletter might be useful.

ACTION- MH to discuss with EH regarding this.
Monitoring Exercise (MH)- MH explained about the monitoring exercise and gave the group the opportunity to read through the anonymised combined responses from 11 Forum reps and to comment.  It was asked if the group could have a FaceBook page. This would help with getting info out there quicker and more accessibly.
ACTION- EH to consider and set up.

It was also suggested that if people leave the forum, there should be some sort of exit interview to monitor why people are leaving.

ACTION- For EH to consider this.

Mary Chamberlain- Update on SEN Issues-

SENCO good practice responses- It was explained to MC that no  responses were received.

ACTION- People to respond soon please.

Discussion about Monitoring and Review Officers- A discussion was had around whether they should attend Annual Reviews, especially if parents have requested. Mary explained that the service is one officer short at the moment, which is making it difficult to attend as many Annual Reviews as usual.  She suggested that parents could speak to their officer if they particularly need them to attend because, even if the parent has requested officer attendance in their parent report for the Annual Review, this does not always seem to be picked up.  Reps. felt that the onus should not be on the parent to organize this, as some parents find this very difficult. It was clear from discussions that poor communication can be an issue regarding this. 

ACTION- MC to discuss with SENCOs regarding this.

LA responses to Annual Review (AR)- One parent raised the issue of the AR responses coming out at the beginning of the school holidays and therefore not giving the parents the opportunity to discuss issues with their child’s school before having to be returned to the LA after 15 days.
ACTION- Mary to take this issue away to discuss with Education Officer SEN.
Social workers attending ARs- One parent said she felt it was unnecessary for social workers to be invited to ARs. Parents don’t seem to have a choice. Lots of questions raised, is there a legal requirement? What is the process should a parent not want a social worker invited? Do parents have a choice about whether their respite review is combined with their SEN review?

ACTION-  Mary to discuss with DG and report back to the next meeting.

Contract for Forum with \Coping With CHAOS- Mary stated that the contract for the forum is up for renewal in March and that she will be meeting with CWC, MH and JM to discuss this. She warned that all LA spending is being reviewed and that continuation of funding for the group is not guaranteed. MC is very keen to continue funding. JM pointed out that the group is not really viable without the basic £8K funding from the LA.
ACTION- MC to come back to the group in January with future plans.

Educational Psychologist and Monitoring and Review Officer posts- MC explained that they were unsuccessful in filling the EP post and that a retired EP is covering the post (half time) until they can replace. They will readvertise in the spring if funding available. The Monitoring and review officer post interviews will take place in December.
Green Paper- The recent Green paper will be coming out in December for full consultation. It is felt that the OFSTED Review of SEN will contribute hugely to it’s content.

ACTION- EH to ensure forum contributes to the consultation.
Annual Reviews- MC told the group that since September, parents have had a right to tribunal following their AR, if parent has requested a change to their child’s statement but the LA decides not to do this.

Autumn Census-  MC handed out the recent census of children with SEN in Poole Schools.

NASEN Summary of recent OFSTED Report- MC also handed out copies to everyone.

…………………………………………………………………………………………..
David Gillespie- Update of Social Care Issues-
New Short Breaks Manager- David started by introducing Angela Bowran, the new Short Breaks Manager (replacing Josie Pyke). Her new email is angela.bowran@poole.gov.uk .

ACTION- AB to meet with parents at the special schools to discuss needs and to discuss what questions need to be asked about the children in order to match them to suitable activities. (Needs to cover full range of needs).
SEN Register and Care Passport- Web version still not up and running. Paper copy available from DG. For time being he is using the Short Breaks mailing list if needing to contact parents. The SEN register will be linked into the Family Information Directory.

Future Funding- Future funding for social care is unknown at the moment. DG discussed ways in which money could be saved by just doing things differently. He is looking at a number of ways to spend money more efficiently. He is looking at trying to work with parents to decide a child’s individual needs and then giving them access to an “offer” which might include access to different support services and “voucher” to exchange for respite group sessions (where appropriate). Initial discussions with the council have been positive. DG is working with Cool to Care to see if they can be involved to recruit and train specialist carers.
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

PoPPs Steering Group Rep- MH notified the group that Laura was standing down from being the Forum rep. on her PoPPs Steering Group. She is looking for a replacement. It would involve attending 3 meetings a year (lunch provided!) and feeding info between the two groups.

ACTION- Jean to email all members about this. Please reply to MH.

Anne Newton Reply- JM informed the group that a reply to our letter to AN regarding Parent Participation within the Borough, had been received. It was clear from her reply that AN has misunderstood how the Forum fits into the Parent Participation framework. JM suggested that we send her a reply.

ACTION- JM, MH and EH to draft and send a reply before the next meeting. This was agreed.

New Social Group for Young People 16+ with Special Needs- The group were told this group now meet fortnightly on Monday evenings at the Quay Advice Centre (tel: 262291) . There was some confusion over who the group was for and what it was all about.

ACTION- Neil Poulton and Sandra Chattaway to be invited to future meeting to talk about the group

Forum October Training Day-  there was insufficient time to discuss this
ACTION- Actions from the training day to be brought to the next meeting for discussion.

Victoria school….have a new youth club. Details attached.
Team Building Meal- Next Tuesday 23rd November. Those who haven’t replied yet, please let JM know if you are able to come.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING- 
Weds January 19th 2011.

Future dates of Meetings- 
Weds March 16th 2011.






Weds May 18th 2011.






Weds July 13th 2011.
